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able lines,  to induce  Government  to    withdraw  or  revise    these Ordinances.
The Congress is charged with trying to run a parallel Government by the Governor of the United Provinces. I do not see what is wrong in running parallel Governments, so long as they are run on non-violent lines and in the interest of the people. What is wrong in a private organization of individuals running hospitalsp What even if they run, side by side with Government law courts, arbitration courts where justice could be had at less cost to the people.
The Government should welcome such enterprises and give every encouragement to them. If the Congress is running a peasant organization, as it is running today, for the relief and the welfare of the peasants, what is wrong in that? I would welcome it if I were the Governor.
The Congress does intend to displace this Government at some time. If the Congress is not able to take charge of the Government., then there is no hope of swaraj coming. The question was put to the Congress: "Are you ready to take over the Defence of the country? Are you ready to take over the Finance of the country and also take over the obligations of the country?"
I replied, "It is ready. The Congress is undoubtedly ready to take over charge of Defence, of Finance and also of the obligations you might consider India is liable for. But only in a truly businesslike way they should get all the obligations examined by an impartial examiner. Unless the Congress tries its hand at these matters," how can it learn and thrive?"
So what is there disloyal or seditious in organizations trying to run parallel Governments, based on the goodwill of the people whom the organization claims to serve.
It was the very foundation of the Congress to be able one day to replace the present Government. It has been laid down by such eminent persons like Dadabhai Naoroji and many other Englishmen and Indians. So after its life of more than half a century, if it is not able to run a parallel Government, I would say we should all be ashamed of it.
The Congress has done nothing immoral, nothing ungentle-manly. It is not a secret organization. It always spreads out its cards on the table. And if still the Government should mistrust it as they seem to, then all I can say is that we will have to make our power felt or allow ourselves to perish in doing so.
I would request you, members of the Welfare of India League, to direct me in this matter, J fyavs placed before you, so to say,